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Approved and Adopted Resolution Opposing the Removal of Geographic Priorities for Queens
High Schools

October 21, 2021

WHEREAS, Queens high schools are the most overcrowded schools in New York City (NYC),
operating at 112% capacity ; and

WHEREAS, enrollment in our high schools exceeds capacity by 8,849 seats (see exhibit A); and

WHEREAS, Queens high schools are so overcrowded that a significant percentage of our high
schools operate in multiple shifts ?; and

WHEREAS, 12,394 Queens students must commute to other boroughs to attend high school due to
lack of available seats, and many have NO CHOICE but to commute 2-3 hours daily (see exhibit B);
and

WHEREAS, Queens is a “transportation desert”. A sizable portion of students’ homes and high
schools are not located near public train stations, requiring excruciatingly slow bus rides for our
students® ; and be it further;

WHEREAS, according to research such lengthy commutes impacts students’ attendance, academics,
ability to complete homework, physical and mental health, and ability to participate in afterschool
programming, clubs, and sports®; and

WHEREAS, Queens needs an additional 21,243 high school seats (8,849 plus 12,394) to
accommodate our students, well above the 6,685 that the School Construction Authority (SCA) cites in
its current 5-year capital plant; and

WHEREAS, the Chancellor’s Parent Advisory Council (CPAC), the Queens High School Presidents’
Council, and Queens Panel for Education Policy members have urged the Department of Education
(DOE) and School Construction Authority (SCA) to build more high schools in Queens for at least a
decade, but the SCA has failed to deliver thus far* ; and

! https://dnnhh5cc1.blob.core.windows.net/portals/0/Capital_Plan/Utilization_Reports/Blue%20Book%202019-
2020.pdf?sr=b&si=DNNFileManagerPolicy&sig=aWryc8nuZbW9bCKTE4VVQKAcdmptRPxeq2BJudkyvhc%3D

2 https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/ny-crowded-nyc-schools-experiment-social-distancing-20210905-
rn3ctlig7fehhl5bdrkz7edfl4-story.html

3 https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/99205/school_choice_and_commuting.pdf

4 https://www.cpacnyc.com/
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WHEREAS, the SCA’s current five-year plan calls for the construction of only 4 high schools with
6,685 seats to be completed by September 2028, meeting less than one-third of the current need and
ignoring the ongoing construction boom in Queens!; and

WHEREAS, forcing even more students into overcrowded high schools and overcrowded subways
and buses during the COVID-19 pandemic may put their health and even their lives at risk; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Community Education Council of District 26 (CEC26) opposes the
removal of geographic priorities in high school admissions in Queens; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CEC26 requests the chancellor to rescind removal of the
Geographic Priorities until such time the SCA builds new high schools with sufficient capacity to
relieve overcrowding in Queens.

CEC26 supports and thanks Queens High School Presidents' Council for their hard work in
opposing the removal of geographic priorities for Queens High Schools.

This Resolution was approved at October 21, 2021 Calendar Meeting by a unanimous vote by CEC26.
CEC 26 Members Present:

Alan Ong, Dilip Nath, Jennifer Catherall, Adriana Aviles, Todd Friedman, Taecho Hwang, Norman
Cohn, Dennis Chan, Sulinda Hong, and Albert Suhu.
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Exhibit B

Enrollment and Targeted Capacity for Queens High Schools
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Source: Enrollment, Capacity & Utilization Report,

Target Calculation, 2019 - 2020 School Year

(Blue Book), NYCDOE NYCSCA, Part I, A.

NYC High School Enrollment by Borough of Residence, 2019-2020

Residential Where Residents Are Enrolled

Borough Bronx Brooklyn Manhattan Queens Staten Island Total Res.
Bro nx- 53,489 694 16,839 400 19 71,441

Brooklyn 375 80,427 10,805 2,138 658 94,403

Manhattan 2,465 1,182 28,648 372 25 32,692

Queens 1,866 5,681 7,768 74,307 12 89,634

Staten Island 12 696 606 23 17,800 15,137

Total Seats 58,207 88,680 64,660 77,240 18,514 307,307

Please note the difference in total number of seats in
Queens high schools in this data (77,240) vs the data
above (80,958). We assume this difference is due to
the treatment of 6-8 graders in 6-12 and 7-12 high
schools and the treatment of transfer high schools.

Source: Office of Student Enrollment
Data backing up charts (p. 7 for Manhattan, Queens, and the Bronx, p.
8 for Brooklyn, and p. 6 for Staten Island) in Borough High School

Planning Documents, 2021-2022 Strategic Planning Considerations,
from the Office of Strategic Planning, Spring 2021



